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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, LE 

SUB J : ASAD COMMENTS ON LEBANON 

1. IN MEETING NOV 25 ASAD SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THE 
LEBANESE SITUATION HAD DETERIORATED STEADILY OVER THE 
PAST MONTH. HE WAS EXTREMELY CRITICAL OF THE LEBANESE 
LEADERSHIP, THE FRANKEST I HAVE HEARD HIM, HE SINGLED 
OUT CHAMOUN AS A SPECIAL TARGET OF HIS SUSPICIONS, DESCRIB- 
ING HIM AS TWO-FACED. 

2. 1 SAID WASHINGTON REMAINED DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT 
LEBANESE CRISIS. ALL SIDES NEEDED MAKE CONCESSIONS 
IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A NEW POLITICAL BALANCE. ASAD 
AGREED. WE WONDERED WHETHER SOME PLAN COULD BE DEVISED 
ON ARMS CONTROL WHICH WOULD AT LEAST HELP TO SLOW DOWN THE 
FIGHTING AND EVENTUALLY HALT IT. HE MADE NO DIRECT RESPONSE 
BUT AGREED WITH MY SUBSEQUENT REMARK THAT ANY LIMITATION 
ON ARMS WOULD HAVE SOMEHOW TO BE APPLIED TO ALL PARTIES TO 
THE CONFLICT. 

3. LEBANON HAS EDGED CLOSER TO ANARCHY. ASAD SAID, 

THROUGH LOSS OF CONTROL BY TRADITIONAL POLITICAL 
LEADERS. WHAT CONCERNED HIM PARTICULARLY WAS THE ENTRY 
OF 'POWERS FOREIGN TO THE AREA" INTO THE CONFLICT. 

I ASKED IF HE WOULD REVIVE HIS GOOD OFFICES MISSION. HE 
SAID HE HAD NO PRESENT PLAN TO DO SO ALTHOUGH SARG RE- 
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MAINED IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH LEBANESE LEADERSHIP. I NOTED 
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THAT CONTINUATION OF THE CRISIS WOULD ONLY MAKE TODAY'S 
EXTREMIST DEMANDS INTO TOMORROW'S POPULAR IDEA. FOR EXAMPLE, 

I BELIEVE PARTITION WAS NOW BEING OPENLY SUPPORTED ONLY 
BY THE MARONITE MONKS. INSANE AND IDEALAS IT WAS, IT COULD 
BECOME MORE GENERALLY SUPPORTED AS LEBANESE POPULATION 
GREW MORE DESPERATE FOR SECURITY. THIS LED THE PRESIDENT 
INTO A LONG DISCOURSE ON THE PROBLEMS INTRODUCED TO THE AREA 
BY IMPERIALISM IN THE LAST DAYS OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. WE 
HAD ONLY REACHED THE SAN REMO CONFERENCE BY THE TIME OUR 
MEETING ENDED. 

MURPHY 
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